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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Human spaceflight is entering a new era. The assembly of the
International Space Station (ISS) will be completed in 2010.2 Supported by a full six-person crew for the first
time, it is ready to put its full capabilities to work. While the ISS partners can be proud of having completed one
of the most ambitious engineering projects ever conceived, the world at large also will judge the ISS by what is
achieved in the utilization phase. In short, the full success of the ISS Program depends on the utilization
achievements in the coming years. The people of countries participating in the ISS will expect no less. For more
than 15 years, the ISS partnership mastered financial and technical challenges, and weathered changes in
national policies and governments. This mastery proves that nations can persist and achieve ambitious long-
term goals that are very diIicult. The ISS partnership is a model of what will be needed if an ambitious
program of exploration beyond low-Earth orbit (LEO) is to move forward. The present partnership can be
enriched by collaboration as we prepare for human exploration beyond Earth s neighborhood, to develop
supporting technology, and to explore possible relationships with emerging space agencies. Aside from the ISS
itself, the international partnership represents an invaluable achievement. Extension of ISS operations to 2020
and beyond is crucial to maximize use of the ISS facilities. A longer operational phase provides opportunities
for new participants who may never have thought of using the ISS. A commitment to extended operations
enables programs with long-term objectives, and encourages institutions on Earth to support projects in space.
Perhaps most importantly, extended utilization allows opportunities to explore the ISS as...
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