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The time has come to rid ourselves of the empirical methods
which have necessarily prevailed so long in zootaxy, and to
endeavour to group species, as far as possible, according to
their probable phylogenetic relationships, and for this purpose it
is desirable to fix one s ideas by establishing a theoretical
prototype from which phyletic lines may be drawn up. This I
have recently attempted to do in a paper of which an abstract is
here given. The Firmisternia are certainly derived from the
Arcifera, as shown by their ontogeny, and among the latter the
Cystignathidae agree in so many points with the Ranidae that
we may legitimately assume a direct genetic relationship
between them. Dealing first with external characters, I consider
the complete separation of the outer metatarsals by web as the
most primitive character, which is not correlated with the
degree of development of the web between the toes. In all...
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