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provides for a general prohibition of the use or the threat of
use of force to settle international disputes. Only very few
exceptions from this rule exist and are clearly defined in the UN
Charter. The question must thus be, if resolution 1441
constitutes such an exception of the rule and thus authorises
the use of force against Iraq. A close examination of the
resolution shall therefore be the starting point of this
discussion. However, it must be said that the wording of any
Security Council resolution is subject to individual
interpretation. A second step must thus be to apply rules for
the interpretation of Security Council resolutions if such rules
exist at all. It appears that only very little authoritative
guidelines to the interpretation of Security Council resolutions
exist and that thus the only reliable source of guidance is
previous...
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