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component on the left side in the vast majority of the living mammalia, or on both sides in the only instance of
a bilateral hyparterial tree then known to exist, Hystrix cristata. Aeby hence regarded the mammalian lung as
having undergone, in its modern prevalent type, a process of devolution or regression, to a greater or lesser
degree, and his hypothesis can hence be briefly defined as the Reduction Theory. At the time of Aebys
publication the embryology of the mammalia and of the vertebrates generally was imperfectly known, and he
confidently looked forward to the support of his hypothesis through future ontogenetic investigations. He was
disappointed in the first of these when His (24) in 1887, seven years after the appearance of Aebys work,
published his account of the development of the human lung. But Aebys view received apparently absolute
confirmation in the embryological evidence adduced by dHardiviller (13, 14, 18) in 1897. This observer, who
published, between December, 1896, and December, 1897, no less than eight papers (11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18)
on the development of the mammalian bronchial tree and the homologies of its derivatives in sheep, rabbit and
man, describes his findings in rabbit embryos of 13 days and G hours as follows: The right lung shows three...
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